
8/28/13	  

1	  

             
         

Leveraging Your Strengths: 
Practical Strategies for Meeting the 
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Today’s Slides: http://bit.ly/fontblog 

You May Have 
Heard … There’s 
Trouble in CCSS 
Paradise 
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From the News: Republicans Reject CCSS, 4/12/2013 

  “an inappropriate overreach to 

preconceived ‘normal’

  “rejects this CCSS plan which creates and 

achievement.” 

From the News: Indiana “pauses” CCSS implementation 
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From the News: Ohio House Pulls Back CCSS Funds 

 

Michigan Budget Defunds CCSS …  
but Stops Short of Cancelling Them 

http://www.mlive.com/education/

 

the standards or assessments based on the 

authorization.”
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From the News:  
NYC Tests Breed Anxiety … and Product Placement … and 
Testing of Brian Patient in Hospital 
 

New York Times,  

 
Mindstorms

th Washington 
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C	  

C	  

Do not panic. We can figure this out. 
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SSttaannddaarrddss  

CCuurrrriiccuulluumm  

RReessoouurrcceess  
manipulatives

.	  

TTeessttiinngg  

PPoolliittiiccss  aanndd  EExxtteerrnnaall  FFoorrcceess  

Key Themes in CCSS (ELA) 
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Relevant ELA Themes and Goals  

  Text complexity	  
	  

	  
  Research	  

	  
	  
  Writing	  

	  
	  
  Info Text	  

‘Cuz that’s what business reads and writes

             
         

10 Ten Things You Can Do To Support 
Students and Teachers Working Toward 
CCSS 
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1 Do Your Homework. 

Think About 
  WWhhaatt  
standards are about?
  WWhhaatt do the standards themselves ask 
students to do?
  WWhhaatt 
  WWhheerree 
  WWhhiicchh 
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Take Action 
  Download

– 
– 
– 
– 
– 

Heads-Up 
  Commoncore.org 
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2Consider text complexity. 
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Think About 
  How aawweessoommee it is to have the ability to move 

  WWhhaatt  iitt  mmeeaannss  

   
LLeexxiillee  

.
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Take Action 
  Get familiar 

  Begin a conversation with classroom teachers about 

             
         

3 Help teachers find great info texts. 
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Think Together 

  WWhheerree  do teachers learn about new texts?

Think About 

  WWhhaatt 
do not?
  WWhhaatt 

– Books
– Databases
– 
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Think Together 

  WWhhaatt  

Think Together 

  WWhhaatt  
– 
– Connects to curriculum or personal interests
– 

 
 
 

– 
– 
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Take Action 

  Find literary
Sibert

  Read 
and Cappiello in SLJ 
slj.com

  Host 
.

Beware the 

Starburst! 
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4 Help Kids Read Deeply Online. 

Think About 

  FFoorrttuunnaatteellyy,,  

kids’ instructional interventions.

  UUnnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy,, 

skim online and now need to read deeply.
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Take Action 
  Begin a new conversation with educators about 

students can read online
  Engage students 

–  Tweentribune.com
– 

ics.soe.umich.edu

  Brush up 

–  Salon 

             
         

5BBrruusshh  uupp  oonn  yyoouurr  rreesseeaarrcchh  sskkiillllss.. 



8/28/13	  

18	  

Think About 

  About  11//66  of the standardized tests will 
cover research skills.

  HHaarrddllyy  aannyy  of the educational conversation 
is discussing this.

  This may catch educators and 
administrators ooffff  gguuaarrdd..  

Think Together 
– Why

in 

– “Dump and go” 
:

 
My animal is _____. It lives in the ______. It eats 
_______. It has _____ fur. 
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Think About 
– Some surprise areas: 

 

 
 
 
 

Take Action 
– Educator book club? 
– Staff book club?

– Get ready for college book club?
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6Maximize effort-to-impact ratio. 

Think About 
  WWhhoo  in needs help picking out texts?

 Teaching research?

  HHooww can I leverage my limited time to have the 
most impact on schools?

  WWhhoo

  DDoo they know that I pick out materials for a 
living and can save them hours of prep time?
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Take Action 

  DDoowwnnllooaadd  your district’s curriculum.

  PPrreeppaarree  a list of materials that could 
support a tricky CCSS standard.

  RReeaacchh  oouutt  to the curriculum leader, 
bringing the list so they get a concrete 
idea of what you can do. 

             
         

7 
Subtly raise the profile of  
info text in your library. 
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Think About 

  HHooww  can I make informational text a more 
natural part of my library? 

Take Action 
  MMooddeell  engaging reading of info text during 

storytime

  BBuuiilldd  engaging displays 

  TTaallkk  with parents about strategies for working 
info text into kids’ days (e.g., environmental 
print, newspapers)



8/28/13	  

23	  

             
         

8Don’t blow your wad yet. 

Think About 

  TTeessttss  ssttaarrtt  2014-2015

  ““WWhhaatt  ggeettss  tteesstteedd  ggeettss  ttaauugghhtt..””  
  
  SSccoorreess  wwiillll  lliikkeellyy  bbee  ppoooorr,,  resulting in a new wave of 

concern, materials acquisition, etc. (This is common 
whenever new tests are introduced.)
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Think About 
  DDiidd  yyoouu  kknnooww  that new Next Generation Science 

Standards were published in Spring 2013, and MDE 
promised to consider them?

  “The Michigan Department of Education has worked 
to develop a framework for universal implementation 
of standards, which include the CCSS and any future 
standards, to allow for equal implementation across 
the state. The framework will allow implementation 
structures to be in place for the …This dedication to 
development and implementation of common 
standards shows the commitment Michigan has to the 
adoption of the NGSS.” 
(nextgenscience.org/Michigan)

Michigan and Next Gen Science Standards 

http:// /mde
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Take Action 

  KKeeeepp  aann  eeyyee  on the Next Gen Science Standards

  HHoolldd  ssoommee  ffuunnddss  bbaacckk  for when districts make post-
testing curriculum adjustments

  FFoollllooww  “The Answer” Sheet blog @ Washington Post 
(washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/)

  DDoo  nnoott  ppaanniicc  

             
         

9 Empower teachers instead of 
preaching. 
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Think About 

  HHooww  do teachers feel?
– Bigger class sizes

– Budget cuts

– Increased accountability

– Disruptions in tenure, etc.

Take Action 

  RReessppeecctt  teacher efforts

  OOffffeerr,,  don’t nag

  HHeellpp  tthheemm  discover their inner librarian
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10 Remember: Kids Are 
About More Than School 

Think About 
  The Pew Study on public libraries said 

town needed one: libraries are trusted 
institutions

 

interests
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Take Action 
 

kids

 

 

 

– where their passions will be mirrored

Your Task Until 3:00p.m. 
 

exit grade level http://bit.ly/fontblog.

 

do alone? Etc.

  alone on this task so you can think 

needs.
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AHA 
Moments? 

             
         

Questions? 
@


