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Getting the Lay of the Land
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NGA/CCSS ’s Big Question: HOV\; ao we prepare
students to be “college and career ready”?
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What Common Core Is
“As specified by CCSSO and NGA, the standards are

1.
2.
3.
4.

Research and evidence based,
Aligned with college and work expectations,

. Common Core State Standards
Rigorous, |

for English Language Arts &
Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science,

Internationally benchmarked.”

and Technical Subjects, p.3
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What Common Core Is

— A project of CCSSO and National Governors’
Association

—Endorsed at some level by 46 states

— Standards that students should meet by the
end of various grade levels



What Common Core Is

— An effort to make learning outcomes more
consistent across regions/states, especially for
transient students

— Exit outcomes: what you teach to; what students
should achieve

— Applicable to ELLs and students with disabilities

— ELA and Math; other subjects to come {maybe?}



What Common Core Is:
corestandards.org
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What Common Core Isn’t
— NOT a USDOE project
— NOT nationwide (but close)
— NOT new national standards

— NOT national curriculum (or any kind of
curriculum, for that matter)



What Common Core Isn’t

— NOT a prescription for how to teach

— NOT an endorsement of any particular
pedagogical style

— NOT a mandate of who must teach the skills
— NOT a national test

— NOT a required reading list



Common Core is not the same thing as
Common Core State Standards
(commoncore.org)
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Common Core has released a new, Second Edition of the K-12 Second Edition of the Yesterday, the National Assessment of
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CCSS in your pocket:
Masteryconnect.com

Screenshots iPhone | iPad
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e @
Common Core Standards Back Language Arts A
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I Math - Integrated > J 1st Grade >
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Want to see student mastery of standards ? h 3rd Grade >

Vote to track mastery in your school.

§ 4th Grade >
J 5th Grade >
JJ 6th Grade >
MasteryConnect —
www.masteryconnect.com h 7th Grade >

MasteryConnect is an endorsing partner of the
Common Core State Standards initiative.

Content provided by corestandards.org i 8th Grade >

©2010 Common Core State Standards Initiative



Today’s Focus:
Common Core Standards: ELA




Read the Common Core State Standards

1 Language Arts Mathematics Standards
Standards

Download the Standards:

a Introduction to the Common Core State Standards

a Application of the Standards for English Language Leamers

a Application to Students with Disabilities
OanmnOo:e&ate&urdudafaEn@shLanguageMs&LiemcthataylSocid( 66p.)
Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects

a English Language Arts Appendix A EXplanations & Research (43 p.)

a English Language Arts Appendix B Text Exemplars; Sample Performance Tasks (183 p.)

a English Language Arts Appendix C  Student Work (really, really good work — 107p.)

a Common Core State Standards for Mathematics

Mathematics Appendix A

http://corestandards.org/the-standards




ELA overview

Not restricted to English classrooms

— Mandates that instruction in reading, writing,
speaking, listening, and language is a shared
responsibility

— Opportunity for librarians!

High recommendation to use classic myths,
Shakespeare, foundational US documents

ELA Common core recommends content but does
not require any particular anthology or core texts



What is NOT covered in the Standards

(from ELA intro, page 6)

* How to teach (these are standards, not lesson
plans or curriculum)

 “Beyond the essentials”
* What advanced work might look like

* [nterventions for students below grade level,
with special needs, ELL

* This isn’t everything you need for college
readiness






So What Should We Be Thinking
About When We Work With Libraries?
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Reading

(Info Text)

Speaking and
Listening

Writing



Informational
text is extremely
Important.

: “door No2” by “slightly everything (kate hiscock) on Flickr. Used with a Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 Generic license.
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In CCSS,

all non-fiction is
informational text.



Percentage of Info Text in a Study of
Classrooms, Gr. 2 -4

Narrative-infarmational
6.2% (82)

Informational
14.0% (184)

Other

8.9% (118) Narrative

70.9% (933)

FiGure 1. Proportion and number of classroom library print by text type

Jeong, Gaffney, and Choi, 2010, p. 445



More Experience = Less Non-Fiction

Narrative-informational
7.3% (44)

Informational
188% (113)

Narrative
60.2% (361)

Other
137% (82)

Narnﬂ-v mtormanonnl 04 Years of Expenence

Narrative~ Inlovmwonal
52%(117)

Indormational

Irdor 11.2% (254)

™Matony

168% (183
Other
7.5% (169)
Narrative
65.9% (716)

Other

26% (104

5-10 Years of Expenence

11+ Years of Expenence

FiGure 3. Proportion and mean of classroom library print by text type and teacher
experience

Jeong, Gaffney, and Choi, 2010, p. 446
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Informational
Texts in
Content Areas

 Textbooks
e Articles

Hello,
databases,

You can help
differentiate



Be Aware ...

ELA mandates the use of info text across the
curriculum, but ...

Science and social studies standards have not
been adopted at an interstate level

Therefore, there will still be lots of variance in
what info text topics/subjects have the most
relevance for local collections

And haven’t science and social studies already
been using info texts? (The trick is to teach them
with greater intent.)

Poetry is minimized.



Discussion of
‘ “text complexity
is essential.

14

“numberTHREE” by Budgeoner86 (Justin Taylor) on Flickr.
Used with a Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 Generic License.
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Surprisingly, what chiefly distinguished the performance of those
students who had earned the benchmark score or better from those
who had not was not their relative ability in making inferences while
reading or answering questions related to particular cognitive
processes, such as determining main ideas or determining the
meaning of words and phrases in context. Instead, the clearest

differentiator was students’ ability to answer questions associated
with complex texts ...

The most important implication of this study was that a pedagogy
focused only on “higher-order” or “critical” thinking was insufficient
to ensure that students were ready for college and careers: what
students could read, in terms of its complexity, was at least as
important as what they could do with what they read.

ELA Appendix A, Common Core Standards, p. 2



Redefining Text Complexity in 3 Ways

Q,
9,
Ve

Reader and Task

Figure 1: The Standards' Model of Text Complexity

— human-measured
difficulty: e.g., levels of meaning,
purpose, structure, language
conventions and clarity

Quantitative — items better measured
by computers, e.g., word length, word
frequency, sentence length

Reader and Task — Factors related to
prior knowledge, motivation,
complexity of the task assigned, or
questions posed (What do | need to
do with the task? What do | bring to
the task?)



So ...

Do reading (or reading incentive) programs
match this definition?

What the implications for classroom
instruction?

How does this impact ELLs, students with
special needs, etc.?

Do classroom collections reflect this?



Digital literacy and
research are woven
throughout the
standards.

“43 (EXPLORED)” by SeanRogers1 (Sean Rogers) on Flickr.
Used with a Creative Commons Attr ibution 2.0 Gener ic License.
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!l W ﬁ Research:

RS The Fourth “R”

BUASYTE

e 56 CCSS relate to research
(per Sara Kelly Johns)

* Will be part of assessment

=  Who will teach if not you?

 How will they teach it?

Image: 'Brought to You by the Letter R’
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Research:
The Fourth “R”

These standards are often
found in the reading info
text or writing sections of
K-5 and in the Literacy in
History/Social Studies,
Science, and Technical
Subjects sections.



!I ” m Research:

e e e The Fourth “R”

i\' “ BAYE

“Our district doesn’t do
information literacy”?

They do now.

: )
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“Research and Media Skills Blended
into the Standards as a Whole”

“To be ready for college, workforce training, and
life in a technological society, students need
the ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate,
synthesize, and report on information and
ideas; to conduct original research in order to
answer questions or solve problems; and to
analyze and create a high volume and
extensive range of print and nonprint texts in
media forms old and new. (continued)



“Research and Media Skills Blended
into the Standards as a Whole”

(continued from previous slide)

“In like fashion, research and media skills
and understandings are embedded
throughout the standards rather than
treated in a separate section.” (ELA
Standards, page 4; reiterated in MA
documentation)



There are tools to help
librarians step up and
be leaders.

“Dia 116: Solo numeros...”
http://www.flickr.com/photos/31557656 @N06/3290341871







So what does this mean for us at
Cherry Lake Publishing?

* Yes, CLP publishes info text.

* So does everybody else!



So what does this mean for us at
Cherry Lake Publishing?

 We don’t just “starburst” our books.

 We look specifically at what CCSS asks
students to know and be able to do ... and
commission books that teach those skills.



Examples

“a must purchase for
elementary libraries”

Engaging Research Projects that Meel
the Common Core State Standards, K-5

-School Librarian’s Workshop

“resource-rich”

- Booklist

e / 7.
o\n%(



Examples

CCSS SL.2.5
“Create audio recordings ...”

CCSS SL.3.5
“Create engaging audio recordings...”

CCSS SL.4.5
“Add audio recordings ... to
presentations...”

CCSS SL.4.5

“Include multimedia components
(e.g., graphics, sound) ... in
presentations...”




Examples
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SHARED| CREATIONS:

CCSS W.6.6 % MAKING! USE|OF X&
“Use technology, including the 2 4 CREATIV QMMONSJW
Internet, to produce and publish @ ¥, ST, «
writing...” AR v, ~

CCSS W.7.6

“Use technology, including the
Interent, to produce and pbulish
writing and link to and cite sources...




CCSS W.6.7

“Conduct short research projects to
answer a quest, drawing on several
sources and refocusing the inquiry
when appropriate.”

A A 9D NN

CCSS W.7.7

“Conduct short research projects to
answer a question, drawing on
several sources and generating
additional related, focused questions
for further research and
investigation.”
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CCSS W.8.7

“Conduct short research questions to
answer a question (including a self-
generated question), drawing on
seeral sources and generating
additional related, focused questions
that allow for multiple avenues for
exploration.”




WARNING!

Everything could change ...

...depending on the areas emphasized on the two
tests, coming in 2014-2015

...depending on how your city/state/district scores on
those tests and how much panic it causes

...depending on how science/social studies standards

develop



Questions?
http://bit.ly/fontblog
@activelearning
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Enguging Research Projects that Meet
the Common Core State Standards, K-5
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Podcasts and Other
Audio Recordings




