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What I valued in reps when I was a school librarian 
(and no, it wasn’t this clean when I worked there) 
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Get	  Your	  Cell	  Phones/Laptops	  Out!	  
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Let’s	  Start	  with	  Some	  Common	  
Vocabulary	  

Standards 
Approved	  at	  the	  state	  level.	  	  

What	  students	  should	  know	  and	  be	  able	  to	  do;	  exit	  skills.	  

Curriculum 
The	  lesson	  plans	  and	  teaching	  strategies	  teachers/schools/districts	  use	  to	  help	  students	  achieve	  

the	  goals	  set	  by	  the	  standards.	  	  

Resources 
The	  textbooks,	  authen+c	  texts,	  manipula+ves,	  computer	  resources,	  supplies,	  and	  tools	  needed	  

to	  fuel	  the	  curriculum.	  

Testing 
State-‐approved	  consor+a	  that	  determine	  the	  mul+ple-‐choice	  and	  performance	  tasks	  that	  will	  

give	  evidence	  of	  student	  learning.	  Administered	  via	  computer.	  

Politics and External Forces 
Advocacy	  groups,	  philanthropists,	  	  ALEC,	  StudentsFirst,	  corpora+ons,	  and	  others	  exer+ng	  

influence.	  
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Once Upon A Time, 
some governors and 

state 
superintendents got 
together and said …	  

hQp://www.wggb.com/2012/08/22/mass-‐students-‐score-‐top-‐marks-‐on-‐2012-‐act/	  
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NGA/CCSSO’s	  Big	  QuesCon:	  How	  do	  we	  prepare	  
students	  to	  be	  “college	  and	  career	  ready”?	  

Image:	  'Welcome	  to	  my	  Swamp'	  	  
hQp://www.flickr.com/photos/43891969@N07/5689959415	  

NGA/CCSSO’s	  Big	  QuesCon:	  How	  do	  we	  prepare	  
students	  to	  be	  “college	  and	  career	  ready”?	  

Image:	  'Welcome	  to	  my	  Swamp'	  	  
hQp://www.flickr.com/photos/43891969@N07/5689959415	  
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And they lived 
happily ever after.	


	

Well, maybe they 
will someday. But 
in the meantime., 

there was trouble in 
the kingdom…	  

CCSS is controversial and shifting 

hQp://www.indystar.com/ar+cle/20130429/NEWS05/304290077/Common-‐Core-‐s-‐fate-‐s+ll-‐unclear-‐despite-‐Indiana-‐legislature-‐s-‐ac+on	  
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Ch-‐ch-‐ch-‐ch-‐changes	  
•  Ohio	  has	  withdrawn	  $10M	  in	  promised	  CCSS	  
technology	  support	  
	  

•  Alabama	  has	  withdrawn	  from	  the	  tes+ng	  consor+a	  
	  

•  Oklahoma	  has	  withdrawn	  from	  tes+ng	  consor+a	  
	  

•  Indiana	  has	  paused	  CCSS	  implementa+on	  for	  a	  year	  
	  

•  Michigan	  has	  banned	  the	  state	  from	  spending	  any	  
money	  on	  CCSS	  implementa+on	  
	  

•  Republican	  Party	  has	  passed	  a	  resolu+on	  condemning	  
CCSS	  

Ch-‐ch-‐ch-‐ch-‐changes	  
•  Ohio	  has	  withdrawn	  $10M	  in	  promised	  CCSS	  technology	  support	  

	  
•  Alabama	  has	  withdrawn	  from	  the	  tes+ng	  consor+a	  

	  
•  Oklahoma	  has	  withdrawn	  from	  tes+ng	  consor+a	  

	  
•  Indiana	  has	  paused	  CCSS	  implementa+on	  for	  a	  year	  

	  
•  Michigan	  has	  banned	  the	  state	  from	  spending	  any	  money	  on	  CCSS	  

implementa+on	  
	  

•  Republican	  Party	  has	  passed	  a	  resolu+on	  condemning	  CCSS	  
(despite	  many	  prominent	  Republicans,including	  possible	  
Presiden+al	  candidate	  Jeb	  Bush,	  who	  enthusias+cally	  endorsed	  
them)	  	  

Note: None of these actions cancels 
CCSS for schools or teachers. It just 
makes it harder and more confusing 

for them. 


How can you clarify things? Help? 


How can you go beyond sales and be 
an informed consultant and 

problem-solver?
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Other than that, they 
lived happily ever 

after.	

	


Well, that’s the plan, 
anyway.	

	


REWIND!	  

“Mini	  DV	  Deck”	  by	  Brian	  Gurrola	  on	  Flickr.	  CC-‐BY-‐SA.	  
hQp://flickr.com/photos/bredgur/1323025528/	  
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What	  Common	  Core	  Is	  
“As	  specified	  by	  CCSSO	  and	  NGA,	  the	  standards	  are	  
	  
1.  Research	  and	  evidence	  based,	  
2.  Aligned	  with	  college	  and	  work	  expecta+ons,	  
3.  Rigorous,	  
4.  Interna+onally	  benchmarked.”	  

Common	  Core	  State	  Standards	  
for	  English	  Language	  Arts	  &	  

Literacy	  in	  History/Social	  Studies,	  Science,	  
and	  Technical	  Subjects,	  p.3	  

CCSS	  is	  …	  

•  A	  project	  of	  CCSSO	  and	  NaConal	  Governors’	  
AssociaCon	  	  
	  
•  A	  state-‐level	  iniCaCve	  
	  
•  Standards	  that	  students	  should	  meet	  by	  the	  
end	  of	  various	  grade	  levels	  
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CCSS	  is	  …	  
•  An	  effort	  to	  make	  learning	  outcomes	  more	  consistent	  
across	  regions/states,	  especially	  for	  transient	  students	  
	  

•  Exit	  outcomes:	  what	  you	  teach	  to;	  what	  students	  
should	  achieve	  

	  
•  Applicable	  to	  ELLs	  and	  students	  with	  disabiliCes	  
	  

•  ELA	  and	  Math	  only	  
	  

•  Science	  released	  under	  Next	  GeneraCon	  Science	  
Standards	  (organized	  by	  same	  group;	  adopted	  by	  4	  
states	  so	  far)	  

Where	  to	  find	  CCSS	  

Yes!	  corestandards.org	   No!	  commoncore.org	  
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What	  Common	  Core	  Isn’t	  
–  NOT	  federal	  or	  na+onal	  
	  

–  NOT	  a	  curriculum	  

–  NOT	  a	  prescrip+on	  for	  how	  to	  teach	  
	  

–  NOT	  an	  endorsement	  of	  any	  par+cular	  pedagogical	  style	  	  
(with	  minor	  excep+ons	  not	  important	  for	  y’all	  to	  know)	  
	  

–  NOT	  a	  mandate	  of	  who	  must	  teach	  the	  skills	  
	  

–  NOT	  a	  na+onal	  test	  
	  

–  NOT	  a	  required	  reading	  list	  

Today’s	  Focus:	  	  
Common	  Core	  State	  Standards:	  ELA	  

	  
	  

Image:	  'Explore'	  	  
hQp://www.flickr.com/photos/99472898@N00/3573458354	  
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ACTION STEP #1:  
 

GO TO CORE STANDARDS.ORG. 
 

READ (AT A MINIMUM):  
ELA STANDARDS & APPENDIX B 

 
EXTRA CREDIT: MATH STANDARDS, OTHER DOCUMENTS 

App-tastic alternative: masteryconnect.com 
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Beware the 

Starburst! 

Examples	  
CCSS	  SL.2.5	  
“Create	  audio	  recordings	  …”	  
	  
CCSS	  SL.3.5	  
“Create	  engaging	  audio	  recordings…”	  
	  
CCSS	  SL.4.5	  	  
“Add	  audio	  recordings	  …	  to	  
presenta+ons…”	  
	  
CCSS	  SL.4.5	  	  
“Include	  mul+media	  components	  
(e.g.,	  graphics,	  sound)	  …	  in	  
presenta+ons…”	  



7/8/13	  

14	  

Examples	  

CCSS	  W.6.6	  
“Use	  technology,	  including	  the	  
Internet,	  to	  produce	  and	  publish	  
wri+ng…”	  
	  
CCSS	  W.7.6	  
“Use	  technology,	  including	  the	  
Interent,	  to	  produce	  and	  pbulish	  
wri+ng	  and	  link	  to	  and	  cite	  sources…”	  

Sele
cted

	  by	  t
he	  

Crea
+ve	  

Com
mon

s	  

orga
niza

+on
	  to	  b

e	  a	  

feat
ured

	  text
	  in	  it

s	  fre
e	  

onlin
e	  co

urse
	  for	  

teac
hers

	  on	  P
2PU

.org	  

CCSS	  W.6.7	  
“Conduct	  short	  research	  projects	  to	  
answer	  a	  quest,	  drawing	  on	  several	  
sources	  and	  refocusing	  the	  inquiry	  
when	  appropriate.”	  
	  
CCSS	  W.7.7	  
“Conduct	  short	  research	  projects	  to	  
answer	  a	  ques+on,	  drawing	  on	  
several	  sources	  and	  genera+ng	  
addi+onal	  related,	  focused	  ques+ons	  
for	  further	  research	  and	  
inves+ga+on.”	  
	  
CCSS	  W.8.7	  
“Conduct	  short	  research	  ques+ons	  to	  
answer	  a	  ques+on	  (including	  a	  self-‐
generated	  ques+on),	  drawing	  on	  
seeral	  sources	  and	  genera+ng	  
addi+onal	  related,	  focused	  ques+ons	  
that	  allow	  for	  mul+ple	  avenues	  for	  
explora+on.”	  

“a	  gr
eat	  s

tart	  
for	  

stud
ents

	  doin
g	  an

	  

inter
view

,	  res
earc

h,	  or
	  

wiki
	  pro

ject.
”	  

-‐	  Boo
klist
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Key Themes in CCSS (ELA) 

Info Text	  

•  You	  know	  about	  this	  already;	  it’s	  why	  
we’re	  here	  
	  
•  Teachers	  may	  not	  
	  
•  CCSS	  says	  all	  non-‐fic+on	  is	  info	  text,	  
including	  biography	  and	  autobiography	  
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ACTION STEP #2: 
THINK ABOUT how  STUDENTS 

LEARN TO READ INFO TEXT. 
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Text Complexity 

ACTION STEP #3: 
THINK BEYOND A.R. 

  
GET COMFY WITH LEXILES 

 
EMBRACE PROFESSIONAL EVALUATION 

SKILLS 
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en
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Break time? 
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The Importance of Digital Text 
•  Fortunately, the	  tests	  will	  be	  online.	  Results	  will	  be	  
more	  immediate	  and	  (hopefully!)	  help	  change	  kids’	  
instruc+onal	  interven+ons.	  
	  

•  Unfortunately,	  the	  bulk	  of	  our	  reading	  instruc+on	  
with	  kids	  uses	  print	  text.	  And	  we	  know	  kids	  skim	  
online	  and	  now	  need	  to	  read	  deeply.	  

ACTION STEP #4: 
 

eBOOKS =  
CHALLENGE-APPROPRIATE DIGITAL 

READING PRACTICE 
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Research Skills: The Hidden CCSS Goal 
•  About 1/6 of	  the	  standardized	  tests	  will	  cover	  
research	  skills.	  
	  

•  Hardly any of	  the	  educa+onal	  conversa+on	  is	  
discussing	  this.	  
	  

•  This	  may	  catch	  educators	  and	  administrators	  
off guard. 	  

ACTION STEP #4: 
 

GET SERIOUS ABOUT RESEARCH AND 
MATERIALS THAT SUPPORT  

DIGITAL-ERA RESEARCH. 
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“a must purchase for  
elementary libraries” 
 
- School Librarian’s Workshop 

“resource-rich” 
 
-  Booklist 
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Seek New Partners 
•  Who in	  a	  district	  needs	  help	  picking	  out	  texts?	  
	  Who	  do	  I	  contact	  if	  there	  is	  no	  librarian?	  
	  

•  How	  can	  I	  leverage	  my	  limited	  +me	  to	  have	  the	  most	  
impact	  on	  schools?	  
	  

•  Where	  is	  the	  district’s	  curriculum	  leader	  (and	  her	  
budget)?	  Principal	  (and	  her	  budget)?	  
	  

•  Do	  they	  know	  that	  you	  can	  save	  them	  hours	  of	  prep	  
+me?	  
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Percentage of Info Text in a Study of 
Classrooms, Gr. 2 - 4	  

Jeong,	  Gaffney,	  and	  Choi,	  2010,	  p.	  446	  

More Experience = Less Non-Fiction 

Jeong,	  Gaffney,	  and	  Choi,	  2010,	  p.	  446	  
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ACTION STEP #5: 
 

DOWNLOAD A DISTRICT’S CURRICULUM. 
 

PREPARE A LIST OF MATERIALS THAT COULD SUPPORT 
A TRICKY CCSS STANDARD. 

 
REACH OUT TO THE CURRICULUM LEADER.  

BRING YOUR HOMEWORK! 

ACTION STEP #6: 
 

ADD VALUE; SOLVE THEIR PROBLEMS. 
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Worksheets to Map Librarians’  
Work to CCSS: 

http://bit.ly/lib-ccss 

Example: 
http://www.fontichiaro.com/

uploads/2012/CCSSanalysis2.pdf 
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Ch-ch-ch-ch-changes (verse 2) 

•  Tests start 2014-‐2015	  
	  

•  “What gets tested gets taught.” 
 
•  Scores will likely be poor, resul+ng	  in	  a	  new	  wave	  of	  concern,	  

materials	  acquisi+on,	  etc.	  (This	  is	  common	  whenever	  new	  
tests	  are	  introduced.)	  
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And more changes! 

•  Hello Next	  Genera+on	  Science	  Standards	  
•  26 states signed	  on	  to	  review;	  5	  have	  adopted	  so	  
far:	  Kansas,	  Maryland,	  Kentucky,	  Rhode	  Island,	  
Vermont	  

•  Are you ready to	  support	  that	  ini+a+ve?	  
•  nextgenscience.org 
Source:	  hQp://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/curriculum/2013/06/maryland_adopts_common_science.html	  

Be Aware … 
•  ELA	  mandates	  the	  use	  of	  info	  text	  across	  the	  
curriculum,	  but	  …	  

•  Science	  and	  social	  studies	  standards	  have	  not	  
been	  adopted	  at	  an	  interstate	  level	  

•  Therefore,	  there	  will	  s+ll	  be	  lots	  of	  variance	  in	  
what	  info	  text	  topics/subjects	  have	  the	  most	  
relevance	  for	  local	  collec+ons	  

•  And	  haven’t	  science	  and	  social	  studies	  already	  
been	  using	  info	  texts?	  (The	  trick	  is	  to	  teach	  them	  
with	  greater	  intent.)	  

•  Poetry	  is	  minimized.	  
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Some of today’s most incredible inventions are the work 
of makers—people who apply creativity to the latest 
technology to build a variety of remarkable homemade 
devices. Whether they are programming tiny computers, 
designing their own board games, or finding new uses 
for plastic, makers work together to share new ideas and 
technology. What will you make? Read all the Makers as 
Innovators titles:

3D Printer
Arduino 
Digital Badges
e-Textiles
Game Design
Maker Faire
Makerspaces and Hackerspaces
Raspberry Pi

21st21st Century Skills INNOVATIONS LIBRARY

Did you ever wonder how innovation happens? Or what it takes to turn a new idea 
into something that works? The Innovation Library takes a look at people and their 
creative ideas. It explores how lasting contributions are made in diverse fields such as 
sports, entertainment, medicine, technology, and transportation. Explore the power of 
being open to different perspectives and sharing failures and successes with others. 
Discover how acting on creative ideas can lead to new solutions to old problems.

21st

Inn_Maker Faire_cvr.indd   1 12/02/13   5:56 PM
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Some of today’s most incredible inventions are the work 
of makers—people who apply creativity to the latest 
technology to build a variety of remarkable homemade 
devices. Whether they are programming tiny computers, 
designing their own board games, or finding new uses 
for plastic, makers work together to share new ideas and 
technology. What will you make? Read all the Makers as 
Innovators titles:

3D Printer
Arduino 
Digital Badges
e-Textiles
Game Design
Maker Faire
Makerspaces and Hackerspaces
Raspberry Pi

21st21st Century Skills INNOVATIONS LIBRARY

Did you ever wonder how innovation happens? Or what it takes to turn a new idea 
into something that works? The Innovation Library takes a look at people and their 
creative ideas. It explores how lasting contributions are made in diverse fields such as 
sports, entertainment, medicine, technology, and transportation. Explore the power of 
being open to different perspectives and sharing failures and successes with others. 
Discover how acting on creative ideas can lead to new solutions to old problems.

21st

Inn_Raspberry Pi_cvr.indd   1 14/02/13   9:56 PM
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Some of today’s most incredible inventions are the work 
of makers—people who apply creativity to the latest 
technology to build a variety of remarkable homemade 
devices. Whether they are programming tiny computers, 
designing their own board games, or finding new uses 
for plastic, makers work together to share new ideas and 
technology. What will you make? Read all the Makers as 
Innovators titles:

Arduino 
Digital Badges
E2Textiles
Game Design
Maker Faire
Makerspaces and Hackerspaces
Raspberry Pi
3D Printing

21st21st Century Skills INNOVATION LIBRARY

Did you ever wonder how innovation happens? Or what it takes to turn a new idea 
into something that works? The Innovation Library takes a look at people and their 
creative ideas. It explores how lasting contributions are made in diverse fields such as 
sports, entertainment, medicine, technology, and transportation. Explore the power of 
being open to different perspectives and sharing failures and successes with others. 
Discover how acting on creative ideas can lead to new solutions to old problems.

21st

Inn_Game Design_cvr.indd   1 21/02/13   10:50 AM

Coming Fall 2013: 
Makers as Innovators 
	  
Maker	  Faire	  
	  
Makerspaces	  
	  
Arduino	  
	  
3D	  Prin+ng	  
	  
Raspberry	  Pi	  
	  
E-‐Tex+les	  
	  
Digital	  Badges	  
	  
Game	  Design	  
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Some of today’s most incredible inventions are the work 
of makers—people who apply creativity to the latest 
technology to build a variety of remarkable homemade 
devices. Whether they are programming tiny computers, 
designing their own board games, or finding new uses 
for plastic, makers work together to share new ideas and 
technology. What will you make? Read all the Makers as 
Innovators titles:

3D Printer
Arduino 
Digital Badges
e-Textiles
Game Design
Maker Faire
Makerspaces and Hackerspaces
Raspberry Pi

21st21st Century Skills INNOVATIONS LIBRARY

Did you ever wonder how innovation happens? Or what it takes to turn a new idea 
into something that works? The Innovation Library takes a look at people and their 
creative ideas. It explores how lasting contributions are made in diverse fields such as 
sports, entertainment, medicine, technology, and transportation. Explore the power of 
being open to different perspectives and sharing failures and successes with others. 
Discover how acting on creative ideas can lead to new solutions to old problems.
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Copy about Makers as Innovators goes here. Interdum volgus rectum 
videt, est ubi peccat. Si veteres ita miratur laudatque poetas, ut nihil 
anteferat nihil illis comparet, errat. 

To guide your reading, look for these notes that will help build the 
understanding and skills you’ll need in the 21st century. Look for the 
following margin notes:

Learning & Innovation Skills You need to learn about lots of things, 
but you also need to learn how to learn. These notes give you hints 
about how to use what you know in better and more creative ways. 

21st Century Content You study reading, math, science, and social 
studies. You also need to learn about the world of work and your 
community. These notes tell you about business and money. They 
also give you ideas about how you can help yourself, your community, 
and the world.

Life & Career Skills These notes tell you about skills you will use 
throughout your life. They give you ideas about how to work well with 
others, make good decisions, and achieve your goals in life.

21st21st Century Skills INNOVATIONS LIBRARY

The Innovation Library copy should go here. It should be the same for all of the innovation books. 
Veteres ita miratur laudatque poetas, ut nihil anteferat, nihil illis comparet, errat. Si quaedam nimis 
antique, si peraque dure dicere.

Non equidem insector delendave carmina Livi esse reor, memini quae plagosum mihi parvo Orbilium 
dictare;  sed emendata videri pulchraque et exactis minimum distantia miror. Inter quae verbum emicuit 
si forte decorum, et si versus paulo concinnior unus et alter, iniuste totum ducit venditque poema.
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