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Small	
  Bites:	
  
Research	
  in	
  the	
  K-­‐5	
  Classroom	
  
	
  
Presenter:	
  	
  
Kris�n	
  Fon�chiaro	
  (and	
  you!)	
  
@ac�velearning	
  
h�p://bit.ly/fontblog	
  

The	
  “bare	
  bones”	
  of	
  
tonight’s	
  webinar	
  
	
  
  Talk	
  about	
  our	
  own	
  
research	
  experiences	
  
	
  

  Explore	
  how	
  CCSS	
  	
  
and	
  easy	
  digital	
  	
  
answers	
  have	
  	
  
changed	
  the	
  	
  
elementary	
  research	
  	
  
landscape	
  
	
  

  Get	
  real	
  about	
  	
  
possible	
  projects	
  to	
  	
  
raise	
  the	
  bar	
  
	
  

  Have	
  some	
  �me	
  for	
  	
  
you	
  to	
  swap	
  ideas,	
  
ask	
  ques�ons	
  

Image:	
  Public	
  domain.	
  h�p://www.wikiwand.com/en/Anatomy	
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First,	
  let’s	
  
learn	
  a	
  bit	
  
about	
  who’s	
  
in	
  the	
  room	
  
today	
  in	
  a	
  
series	
  of	
  
polls	
  …	
  	
  

Poll:	
  Hello!	
  Who	
  are	
  you?	
  

A.  Kindergarten	
  or	
  1st	
  grade	
  teacher	
  
B.  2nd	
  or	
  3rd	
  grade	
  teacher	
  
C.  4th	
  or	
  5th	
  grade	
  teacher	
  
D.  Building	
  or	
  district	
  administrator	
  
E.  Instruc�onal/literacy/technology	
  coach	
  
F.  Librarian	
  
G.  Other	
   “Balancing	
  Elephant”	
  by	
  paraflyer	
  on	
  Flickr.	
  CC-­‐BY-­‐2.0.	
  	
  

h�p://flickr.com/photos/paraflyer/386522877	
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“Elephant	
  Show	
  in	
  Chiang	
  Mai,	
  Thailand”	
  by	
  Deror	
  avi	
  on	
  Wikimedia	
  Commons.	
  CC-­‐BY-­‐SA-­‐3.0.	
  
h�p://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elephant_show_in_Chiang_Mai_P1110469.JPG	
  

Poll:	
  How	
  much	
  did	
  you	
  learn	
  in	
  your	
  teacher	
  
training	
  courses	
  about	
  doing	
  research	
  with	
  
elementary	
  kids?	
  

	
  
A.	
  Tons!	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  large	
  component	
  of	
  our	
  coursework.	
  
	
  
B.	
  It	
  was	
  the	
  focus	
  of	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  course.	
  
	
  
C.	
  Not	
  quite	
  a	
  full	
  course,	
  but	
  some	
  content.	
  
	
  
D.	
  Almost	
  none.	
  
	
  
E.	
  None.	
  

“Elephant	
  Show	
  in	
  Chiang	
  Mai,	
  Thailand”	
  by	
  Deror	
  avi	
  on	
  Wikimedia	
  Commons.	
  CC-­‐BY-­‐SA-­‐3.0.	
  
h�p://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elephant_show_in_Chiang_Mai_P1110469.JPG	
  

Poll:	
  How	
  much	
  did	
  you	
  learn	
  in	
  on-­‐the-­‐job	
  PD	
  
about	
  doing	
  research	
  with	
  elementary	
  kids?	
  
	
  
A.	
  Tons!	
  It	
  has	
  been	
  a	
  major	
  focus	
  of	
  our	
  school.	
  
	
  
B.	
  I’ve	
  been	
  to	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  PD	
  events	
  about	
  this.	
  
	
  
C.	
  Maybe	
  one	
  course	
  a	
  year?	
  
	
  
D.	
  Almost	
  none.	
  
	
  
E.	
  None.	
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POLL:	
  How	
  o�en	
  do	
  you	
  remember	
  doing	
  research	
  
when	
  you	
  were	
  in	
  elementary	
  school?	
  
	
  
A.	
  Pre�y	
  frequently;	
  every	
  month	
  or	
  two,	
  at	
  least.	
  
	
  
B.	
  Once	
  a	
  semester.	
  
	
  
C.	
  About	
  once	
  a	
  year.	
  
	
  
D.	
  Never.	
  

“Elephant	
  Show	
  in	
  Chiang	
  Mai,	
  Thailand”	
  by	
  Deror	
  avi	
  on	
  Wikimedia	
  Commons.	
  CC-­‐BY-­‐SA-­‐3.0.	
  
h�p://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elephant_show_in_Chiang_Mai_P1110469.JPG	
  

POLL:	
  How	
  o�en	
  do	
  you	
  do	
  research	
  in	
  your	
  
classroom?	
  
	
  
A.	
  Daily.	
  
	
  
B.	
  Weekly.	
  
	
  
C.	
  Monthly.	
  
	
  
D.	
  Twice	
  a	
  year.	
  
	
  
E.	
  Once	
  a	
  year.	
  
	
  
F.	
  Never.	
  

“Elephant	
  Show	
  in	
  Chiang	
  Mai,	
  Thailand”	
  by	
  Deror	
  avi	
  on	
  Wikimedia	
  Commons.	
  CC-­‐BY-­‐SA-­‐3.0.	
  
h�p://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Elephant_show_in_Chiang_Mai_P1110469.JPG	
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In	
  the	
  chat:	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  love	
  about	
  the	
  research	
  
your	
  students	
  do?	
  What	
  do	
  you	
  dislike?	
  
	
  
Please	
  preface	
  your	
  answer	
  with	
  (love)	
  or	
  (dislike).	
  

“Love	
  and	
  Hate”	
  by	
  Mai	
  Le	
  on	
  Flickr.	
  CC-­‐BY-­‐2.0.	
  h�p://flickr.com/photos/maile/3179354	
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MY	
  OSTRICH	
  
REPORT!!	
  
By Kristin


The	
  Ostrich	
  

  Bird	
  
  Feathers	
  
  Long	
  legs	
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Lives	
  

  Africa	
  
  Sandy	
  

  Nuts	
  
  Seeds	
  
  Insects	
  (ew!)	
  

Eats	
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Fascina�ng	
  facts	
  

  Plumage	
  
  Taller	
  than	
  a	
  man!!!!	
  
  Eggs	
  

The	
  End.	
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In	
  the	
  chat:	
  
What	
  explicit	
  evidence	
  
of	
  learning	
  did	
  you	
  see?	
  	
  

“william	
  rides	
  his	
  bicycle”	
  by	
  Creature	
  Comforts	
  on	
  Flickr.	
  CC-­‐BY-­‐NC-­‐SA-­‐2.0.	
  h�p://flickr.com/photos/creature_comforts/8052631880	
  

h�p://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf	
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h�p://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf	
  

In	
  th
e	
  cha

t,	
  

whic
h	
  wo

rds	
  

jump	
  ou
t	
  at	
  

you?
	
  

Fact-­‐based	
  reports	
  are	
  
no	
  longer	
  enough.	
  We	
  
need	
  research	
  projects	
  
that	
  are	
  …	
  	
  
	
  
Frequent	
  
	
  
Do	
  more	
  than	
  list	
  facts	
  
	
  
Build	
  toward	
  
understanding	
  
(e.g.,	
  construct	
  an	
  
argument)	
  
	
  
Use	
  mul�ple	
  sources	
  
	
   “H

a�
e”
	
  th

e	
  
el
ep
ha
nt
	
  a
nd
	
  B
ill
	
  S
ny
de
r.”
	
  P
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by
	
  L
ib
ra
ry
	
  o
f	
  C

on
gr
es
s.
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And	
  maybe	
  that	
  means	
  
they’re	
  harder	
  on	
  us	
  to	
  
organize.	
  	
  
	
  
They’ll	
  require	
  more	
  �me	
  
on	
  comprehension	
  and	
  
synthesis	
  and	
  less	
  �me	
  on	
  
crea�ng	
  a	
  product.	
  
	
  
{gulp}	
  

“Like	
  a	
  Sprite	
  ad”	
  by	
  twowaystairs	
  on	
  Flickr.	
  CC-­‐BY-­‐NC-­‐SA-­‐2.0.	
  h�p://flickr.com/
photos/75628938@N00/6940355952	
  

That’s	
  a	
  lot	
  to	
  swallow.	
  

“Lunch”	
  by	
  TeryKats	
  on	
  Flickr.	
  CC-­‐BY-­‐NC.	
  h�p://flickr.com/photos/terykats/
5936415727	
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Big	
  Picture	
  Strategy:	
  Bring	
  more	
  of	
  what	
  we	
  know	
  about	
  
reading	
  comprehension	
  and	
  wri�ng	
  to	
  research	
  tasks.	
  

“Painter”	
  by	
  Pierre	
  Pouliquin	
  on	
  Flickr.	
  CC-­‐BY-­‐NC-­‐2.0.	
  flickr.com/photos/
pierre_pouliquin/2907318008	
  

How	
  do	
  you	
  eat	
  an	
  elephant?	
  

“Plate”	
  by	
  Brennan	
  Novak	
  for	
  TheNounProject.com.	
  Public	
  Domain.	
  h�p://thenounproject.com/term/plate/12611/.	
  	
  
“Elephant”	
  by	
  Sean	
  Henderson	
  for	
  TheNounProject.com.	
  CC-­‐BY-­‐3.0.	
  h�p://thenounproject.com/term/elephant/12446/	
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h�p://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps/quarterly/inquiry_learning/ar�cle.html	
  

h�p://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps/quarterly/inquiry_learning/ar�cle.html	
  

POLL:	
  If	
  you	
  only	
  had	
  �me	
  
to	
  make	
  one	
  change	
  to	
  
your	
  current	
  work,	
  which	
  
of	
  these	
  would	
  yield	
  the	
  
most	
  impact?	
  

1	
  

2	
  

3	
  

4	
  5	
  

6	
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h�p://www.loc.gov/teachers/tps/quarterly/inquiry_learning/ar�cle.html	
  

For	
  me,	
  focusing	
  on	
  these	
  
areas	
  yielded	
  the	
  greatest	
  
changes	
  in	
  quality	
  …	
  	
  

*	
  

*	
  

Some	
  
examples	
  …	
  
one	
  bite	
  at	
  a	
  
�me.	
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Kindergarten	
  

Grade	
  1	
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Grade	
  2	
  

Grade	
  3	
  

  Team:	
  Research	
  biome	
  
	
  

  Solo:	
  Research	
  animal	
  from	
  that	
  	
  
biome	
  
	
  

  Solo:	
  Review	
  research	
  from	
  	
  
another	
  team	
  about	
  their	
  biome	
  
	
  

  Solo:	
  Construct	
  adventure	
  
narra�ve:	
  your	
  animal	
  in	
  a	
  new	
  
biome	
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Grade	
  4	
  

Grade	
  5	
  



10/16/14	
  

18	
  

Plus	
  …	
  �ps	
  for	
  downloading	
  YouTube,	
  using	
  Crea�ve	
  Commons	
  licenses	
  to	
  avoid	
  
the	
  plagiarism	
  problem,	
  note-­‐taking,	
  discussion	
  ideas,	
  search	
  strategies,	
  etc.	
  	
  

h�p:
//bit

.ly/ts
unam

i-­‐boo
k	
  

OK,	
  let’s	
  turn	
  it	
  over	
  to	
  
you.	
  What’s	
  on	
  your	
  

mind?	
  

“Plate”	
  by	
  Brennan	
  Novak	
  for	
  TheNounProject.com.	
  Public	
  Domain.	
  h�p://thenounproject.com/term/plate/12611/.	
  	
  
“Elephant”	
  by	
  Sean	
  Henderson	
  for	
  TheNounProject.com.	
  CC-­‐BY-­‐3.0.	
  h�p://thenounproject.com/term/elephant/12446/	
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Your	
  turn!	
  
	
  
Kris�n	
  Fon�chiaro	
  
font@umich.edu	
  
@ac�velearning	
  
	
  
Slides:	
  bit.ly/
fontblog	
  

“Elephant”	
  by	
  digitalART2	
  on	
  Flickr.	
  CC-­‐BY-­‐2.0.	
  h�p://flickr.com/photos/
digitalart/2101765353	
  


