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Thanks!                                                       bit.ly/fontblog



Part I:�
 



Myth #1: CCSS = Curriculum. 

Standards



Tests

Instructional 
Materials

Politics 
and 

Money



The Standards insist that instruction in reading, 
writing, speaking, listening, and language be a 
shared responsibility within the school. The 
K–5 standards include expectations for reading, 
writing, speaking, listening, and language applicable 

honored place of  ELA teachers in developing 


- CCSS ELA Standards, p. 6




Myth #2: CCSS is Just For CLASSROOM Teachers.  
(COROLLARY MYTH: ELA STANDARDS ARE JUST FOR ELA TEACHERS.) 



Myth #3: 
WE’re GONNA TELL YOU HOW TO TEACH. 

goals should be reached and what additional topics should be 

learning. Teachers are thus free to provide students 
with whatever tools and knowledge their 
professional judgment and experience identify as 
most helpful for meeting the goals set out in the 
Standards.”

- CCSS ELA Standards, p. 4



Myth #4: CANCEL THOSE NOVELS. IT’S ALL INFO TEXT IN ELA CLASS NOW. 



Myth #4: CANCEL THOSE NOVELS. IT’S ALL INFO TEXT IN ELA CLASS NOW. 

the 
sum of  student reading, not just reading in 
ELA settings. Teachers of  senior 
English classes, for example, are 
not required to devote 70 percent 
of  reading to informational texts. 
Rather, 70 percent of  student reading across 



2 As with reading, the percentages in 

student writing, not just writing 
in ELA settings.



Myth #5:  
The Biggest Issue About Online Testing? 
Bandwidth. 

What if  it’s really about our 
students’ ability to read carefully 

scanning?

What are we doing to build our 
students’ digital reading skills?



Myth #6:  
Research? We Don’t Have 
Time For That. 
“To be ready for college, workforce training, and life in 
a technological society, students need the 
ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate, 
synthesize, and report
ideas, to conduct original research in order to 
answer questions or solve problems, and 
to analyze and create 
extensive range of  print and nonprint

The need to conduct 
research is 
embedded into every aspect of  today’s 
curriculum

Standards rather than treated in a separate section.” 
– CCSS ELA Standards, p. 4Image: 'Brought to You by the Letter R'  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/47643206@N00/185651630 



Back OVER TO 
YOU, ROSS 
AND JOYCE. 

Iulaz on Flickr. CC-BY-2.0.
http:// /photos/49512158@N00/4564994263



Part II:�
ELEMENTARY RESEARCH 
(not quite as exciting as benedict cumberbatch) 
 



So … everyone is now 
responsible for teaching 
research skills.  
 


 
But … 

Image: 'Brought to You by the Letter R'  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/47643206@N00/185651630 



What does 
good research practiCE 
look like in the 
digital age? 

Image: 'Brought to You by the Letter R'  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/47643206@N00/185651630 



How do we
MASH UP 
CCSS’s intent with its
LANGUAGE? 

Image: 'Brought to You by the Letter R'  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/47643206@N00/185651630 



W.K.7
“Participate in shared research and 

books by a favorite author and express 



W.1.7 
“Participate in shared research and 

“how-to” books on a given topic and use 



W.2.7 
“Participate in shared research and 

books on a single topic to produce a report; 
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books by a favorite author and express 
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“Participate in shared research and 

“how-to” books on a given topic and use 



W.2.7 
“Participate in shared research and 

books on a single topic to produce a report; 








“To be ready for college, workforce training, 

and life in a technological society, students 

need the ability to gather, 

comprehend, evaluate, 

synthesize, and report

and ideas, to conduct original 

research in order to answer 

questions or solve problems, and to 

analyze and create 

extensive range of  print and nonprint texts in 



– CCSS ELA Standards, p. 4



W.3.7 

“Conduct short research 
projects that build knowledge 
about a topic.”



Kara Fribley
and I did a three-stage research 

food 
webs to animal study and 
then, in a , placing 
an animal in the wrong 
biome to create an 
adventure story (a la 



W 3.7 
 



W 3.7 
 



W.5.7 
 
“Conduct short research 
projects that use several 
sources to build knowledge 
through investigation of  
different aspects of  a  
topic.”

W.5.7 



W.5.7 

Melissa Johnston of  the 

asking students to create an 

narrative based on historic 




Bottom Line: Research Projects Within CCSS: 
   May have vague language that gives us few clues 

about or tips for executing research projects �


  May provide general guidance but overlook essential 
process skills that are needed �


 
or students in the digital age�


  Are tougher for kids and, therefore, tougher for 
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Back OVER TO YOU,  
JOYCE AND ROSS. 
 

 on Flickr. CC-BY-2.0.
http:// /photos/48889052497@N01/11710427444 


