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Creative Commons: Shifting the 
Conversation from Plagiarism to Remix 
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University of Michigan School of Information (USA) 
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Session Agenda 
  What is Creative Commons?  
  Types of licenses 
  Practicing with Creative Commons 
  Return back to Job-alike conversation & 
follow-up to yesterday’s makerspace 
session 

Let’s talk about student plagiarism 
and lack of citation. 

One challenge: Students are disconnected 
from the idea that creative works have 
people behind them who should be 
acknowledged. 
 
They have no skin in the game when it 
comes to wanting to protect or 
acknowledge others’ creations (which is 
ultimately what citation is meant to do). 
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Can Creative Commons help? 

https://vimeo.com/6287145 

Your turn: 
Explore “Choose a License” 

 at  
creativecommons.org/choose/ 

 

“But don’t I give up my copyright 
if I use a Creative Commons 

license?” 
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“All Creative Commons licenses have many important features in 
common. Every license helps creators — we call them licensors if they 
use our tools — rreettaaiinn  ccooppyyrriigghhtt  while allowing others to copy, 
distribute, and make some uses of their work — at least non-
commercially. Every Creative Commons license also eennssuurreess  lliicceennssoorrss  
ggeett  tthhee  ccrreeddiitt  ffoorr  tthheeiirr  wwoorrkk  they deserve. Every Creative Commons 
license wwoorrkkss  aarroouunndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  aanndd  llaassttss  aass  lloonngg  aass  aapppplliiccaabbllee  
ccooppyyrriigghhtt  llaassttss  (because they are built on copyright). These common 
features serve as the baseline, on top of which licensors can choose 
to grant additional permissions when deciding how they want their 
work to be used.” – creativecommons.org/licenses 
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So why should students care? Searching 
for Creative Commons content 
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search.creativecommons.org Google Search 

TASL citation 
TASL = Title, author, site, license. (Optional: 
URL) 
 
Ex: 
“The Moon” by Maggie Smith on Flickr. 
CC-BY-3.0. http://flickr.com/imadeupthisurl. 

bit.ly/sharedcreation  
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Discussion: 
 
Is there ever a time when a 
Creative Commons is not the 
right choice? 

Activity #1  
  You are volunteering for a nature 
organization in your host country. They 
want to create an ad campaign featuring 
native plants and animals. You hope the 
campaign will go viral and spread as far 
as possible.  
– What license would you choose? 
– Where would you search? 
– What would you select? 

Activity 2 (if time/filters/bandwidth cooperate): 
 Use search.creativecommons.org to find an 

audio track for this vintage film. 

https://archive.org/details/Drive-inSnackBarAd 

Share out … 
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Thanks, everybody! 
 

Now let’s continue the 
makerspace conversation from 

the job alike conversation 
yesterday. 


