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Informa0on	
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@ac0velearning	
Slides:	bit.ly/fontblog	

Good	morning	

AL 

We	are	….	
 

A 

You	are	… 

A 

String	+	Pencil	+	Index	Card	=		
Our	Opening	Ac0vity	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	

KF 

While	you	make,	let	me	talk	a	
liNle	bit	about	makers	and	
makerspaces.	
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KF 
Kristin’s Grandpa, Detroit, MI 
Late 1960’s? Q 

Thunder Bay National Marine Laboratory, Alpena 
Space for Building Underwater ROVs (Remotely-Operated Vehicles) 

Photo	of	All	Hands	AcIve,	Ann	Arbor	
hDp://www.concentratemedia.com/features/allhandsacIve0225.aspx	

Q 
All Hands Active, Ann Arbor, MI Ryan Schoenborn’s Science Classroom, Coopersville HS 

Science Club: Robotics, Science, Dissection 

Classroom, Gretchko Elementary (K-2), West Bloomfield 
Maker Space in a Corner Robotics Lab, MICDS, St. Louis 
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Q 
Grow Benzie, Benzonia, MI Ann	Arbor	Modern	Quilt	Guild	at	Maker	Works,	Ann	Arbor	

hDp://www.maker-works.com/content/ann-arbor-modern-quilt-guild	

Maker Works, Ann Arbor, MI 
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Q Maker Works, Ann Arbor, MI Zauel Branch, Public Libraries of Saginaw (MI) 

Frankenmuth Wickson District Library 
BRAND NEW! 

“Want	to?	Now	
you	can!	Give	
life	to	your	
ideas.”	

Biblioteca San Giorgio, Pistoia, Italia 
Made possible by U.S. State Department 
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Michigan Makers, Mitchell Elementary, Ann Arbor 

Tools	
+	
Support	
+	
Community	
	
Dale	Grover,	Maker	Works,	Ann	Arbor,	Michigan	

	
People	

+	
Process	

+		
Place	

	
	

A	

Parker	Thomas,	hDp://makezine.com/2013/08/11/key-qualiIes-for-a-
school-makerspace	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	

What	did	you	make?	

KF 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		
	

What	does	it	mean?	

KF 

Makers	=	Modern	Leonardos	

hDp://www.hucbald.ramst.ca/arIcles/LdV_catapult/LDV-catapult_1.jpg	

KF 
A 

Makers	
Make	
Stuff.	

KF 
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Makers	
Transform	
Stuff.	
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KF 

Making	isn’t	
new	…	

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/
commons/0/04/
Popular_Science_Monthly_1916_Ad.jpg A 

Image:	hDp://radicalhorizon.wordpress.com/2013/01/09/is-conceptual-art-removing-the-need-for-skill-in-
todays-art-world/	Public	domain.	 A 

Wood/Metal	
Shop	Tools	

This	space	
reserved	for	
your	maker	
acIvity	

FabricaIon	Tools	 Needle/Yarn	
Work	

Sewing,																		
e-TexIles,	
Fashion	

Paper	Cudng	
and	Engineering	

Cooking,	
Canning,	
Preserving	

HorIculture	

Electricity,	
Circuitry,	

Microcontrollers,	
RoboIcs	

Photo,	Music	&	
Video	ProducIon	

Appliance	Repair	

Programming/
Coding	

“Darron’s	messy	workbench”	by	Darron	Birgenheier	on	Flickr.	CC-BY.	hDp://flickr.com/photos/darronb/6450960321/	
“QuesIon	Mark?”	by	Tiffany	Terry	on	Flickr.	CC-BY.	hDp://flickr.com/photos/35168673@N03/5425591246/’’	
“nagami	kumquat”	by	david	on	Flickr.	CC-BY.		hDp://flickr.com/photos/23465812@N00/4347402017	
“s1k”	by	Andres	Rodriguez	on	Flickr.	CC-BY.	hDp://flickr.com/photos/symic/9725504427/	
“Vintage	General	Mills	Toaster	1949-1951”	by	Grannies	Kitchen	on	Flickr.	CC-BY.	hDp://www.flickr.com/photos/47600671@N04/4568463926	
	Other	photos	courtesy	of	Michigan	Makers	
	

A 

Purposeful	Planning	

(Range	&	Schmidt	2014)	

7	S’s	

Students	

Stamina	

Support	

Sherpas	Space	

Storage	

Stuff	

A 
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Know	Your	Purpose	Before	You	Buy	
Anything.	
	
Entertain?	Inform?	Educate?	
	
Enhance	academics?	Fill	a	void	in	academics?	
	
Have	one-off	projects	or	build	a	community?	
	
Welcome	new	makers?	New	services	for	exisIng	makers?	
	
Bring	the	past	to	life?	Build	on	past	tradiIons	using	modern	tools?	
	

Consider	a	charter	or	manifesto	for	your	
makerspace	(with	adults	or	kids).		

Q 

Example:	Michigan	Makers	
	
-	Create	community	around	making	
-	Balance	DIY	exploraIon	with	guidance	from	mentors	
-	Create	sustainability	and	replicability	
-	“Have	something	for	every	member	of	the	family”	
	 K 

Cri0cal	Ques0on:	What	Does	Your	
Community	Need?	

A 

Why	does	
this	maNer?	

Q 

Our	
makerspaces	
hit	the	mark	
when	makers	
are	working	
from	their		
“center	of	
gravity”		
	
(Dewey	1900)		

Q 
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So	let’s	figure	out	
what	your	
community’s	center	
of	gravity	is.	

AL 

WHO	lives	in	your	community?	
WHAT	ELSE	is	compe0ng	for	their	
0me?	
WHICH	needs	are	already	being	
met?	Unmet?	

Data	Points	
Exis0ng	Museum	Members/Visitors	
•  SuggesIon	Boxes	
•  Informal	conversaIons	
•  Focus	groups	
•  Surveys	

	
Community	Resources	
•  School	Curriculum	
•  Library	CirculaIon	PaDerns	(even	if	you	are	not	a	library)	
•  Local	colleges/universiIes	
	
Data	Resources	
•  Mel.org	→	Databases	>	DemographicsNow	
•  ESRI	Tapestry	(I	find	it	by	Googling)	(hDp://www.esri.com/landing-pages/

tapestry)	

Q	

Quick	and	Dirty:	ESRI	Tapestry	
free	version	by	zip	code	

	
(searches	one	zip	code	at	a	0me)	

Q 
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Q Q 

Census	Data	

• Database:	Business	Decision	
• Census.gov	–	many	new,	free	tools	to	help	you	
visualize	data	in	your	community	

Environmental	Scan:	
Quick	&	Dirty	
Method	

AL 

CULTURAL	ORGANIZATIONS	
	

Other	museums	
Geneology	Groups	
Ethnic/Religious	Community	Groups	
(Knights	of	Columbus)	

CIVIC/FRATERNAL	GROUPS	
	

Rotary	
League	of	Women	Voters	
Chamber	of	Commerce	
Boys	and	Girls	Club	
Elks	/	Lions	Club	
	
	
	

EDUCATIONAL	ORGANIZATIONS	
	

K-12	Schools	
Community	EducaIon	FoundaIon	
Art	&	Science	Centers	

ENTERTAINMENT	OPTIONS	
	

Cinema	
Live	Theatre	
Concert	Halls	
Jungle	Java	
Pool	Halls	
Hobby	Groups	(Quilt	Guild,	Ham	Radio,	
Harley	Riders,	etc.)	
Bars	&	Restaurants	

MUSEUMS	
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KF 

Maker	Vision	=	
Community	Needs	+	
Your	Mission	+	Idea	of	
What	Future	Success	
Looks	Like	

Q 

Share	Out	
	
PS	–	Expect	your	thinking	to	
morph	as	the	workshop	
unfolds.		


